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We were never meant to follow Jesus alone. We need one
another. When we drop everything to follow Jesus, we
become part of a global family of believers called the
church. The church is not primarily a building or an
institution, it is a people. The church is a people redeemed
by God’s grace, filled by God’s Spirit, and sent on God’s
mission.
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M A D E  F O R  R E L A T I O N S H I P S

P U R P O S E : T O  I N V E S T  I N
A U T H E N T I C  B I B L I C A L
C O M M U N I T Y



Romans 12, 1 Corinthians 11-14, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Peter 4:11
The church is a community that is meant to embody the way of
Jesus as we serve one another humbly in love. Christianity is not a
spectator sport. Everyone gets to play. Paul commands the church to
go on being filled with the Holy Spirit, that is to eagerly desire more
of the Holy Spirit’s activity in our lives. The Holy Spirit brings unity
in the church, gives spiritual gifts, and produces spiritual fruit in
our lives. The Holy Spirit is at work in each of our lives, giving us
gifts so that we can strengthen, encourage, and build up the church.

E V E R Y O N E  G E T S  T O  P L A Y

What are barriers to regular participation in and commitment to
church? Where can you use your gifts (time, talents, treasure) to
serve the church?



Jesus modeled deep and healthy friendships. While hundreds of men
and women followed him, he sent out 72 to minister, called 12 to be his
core community, and 3 to be part of his inner circle. Jesus understood
the importance of deep, honest, and committed relationships. He relied
on them. If you want to grow in following Jesus, search for an authentic
biblical community. Over time, seek out, foster, and develop 2-5
organic relationships to practice consistent prayer, accountability, and
confession with.

A U T H E N T I C  B I B L I C A L  C O M M U N I T Y

John 13:34-35, Luke 10:1-23, Matthew 10:1-4, Luke 8:1-3, Mark 5:37, Luke 9:28

Prayer

Accountability

Confession

Consistency

Markers of Authentic Biblical Community

Why do we sometimes resist deep relationships? Who are you following
Jesus with? Can you identify 2-5 people who you would consider to be
your authentic biblical community? What steps can you take to pursue
this kind of intentional community?
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P R A C T I C E



Part of building authentic biblical community is spending
time in prayer together. This week, in your group, take some
time to pray over one another. Through prayer, we want to
learn what God is doing in the people around us. Feel free to
divide up into smaller groups of 2-3, if your group is larger,
or pray over one person at a time as a group. Below is a
simple prayer model that helps us to make space to listen to
God and allow the Holy Spirit to guide our prayers.

Prayer Model:

Ask | Ask the person if you can pray for them. Invite the Holy
Spirit to minister to them. As you pray, keep your eyes open
to look for visible signs of God ministering to the person. 

Listen | Create space to listen to God. Ask him what he is up
to and how he wants to love this person. There are many
ways that people hear God. You might hear God speak
through a thought, word, phrase, impression, picture, word,
emotion, or gut sense.

Pray | Pray simple prayers over the person. In humility,
share what you are hearing from God. As you pray, seek to
share in a way that is encouraging, strengthening, and
comforting.

P
R

A
C

T
I

C
E

 |
 W

E
E

K
 F

I
V

E

W I T H  Y O U R  G R O U P



P
R

A
C

T
I

C
E

 |
 W

E
E

K
 F

I
V

E

O N  Y O U R  O W N

We want to learn to partner with God in what he is up to
wherever we are. This week commit to asking God what he is
up to in specific people or places and ask him to help you
partner with him in his work. To do this, choose a person or a
place to practice!  

Choosing a person | Consider people in your life who you
regularly interact with. Ask God to highlight someone in your
life he wants to encourage. As someone comes to mind, ask
God how he wants to encourage this person. It might be a
simple act of kindness, an encouraging word, or even an area
he wants to bring healing. He may even simply invite you to
commit to praying for this person in private. If you pray for
someone in person, remember to keep it short, simple, and
encouraging.  

Choosing a place | Consider a place where you already go
throughout the week such as a grocery store, coffee shop, or
workout studio. As you go to this place, ask God to highlight
a person he wants to encourage or minister to while you’re
there. Ask him what you should say or do and go for it! You
might not hear anything specific, but as you pay attention to
the people in front of you, you might notice something about
them that helps you discern a way of encouraging them.
Sometimes it’s as simple as a specific compliment, an
intentional question, or offering to pray for them.
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Day One | Acts 8

*watch video on Acts 8-12

Day Two | Acts 9

Day Three | Acts 10-11

Day Four | Sabbath 

Day Five | Acts 12 

Day Six | Acts 13 

*watch video on Acts 13-20

Day Seven | Acts 14

D A I L Y  T I M E  W I T H  J E S U S


